COMPLETING THE DREAM ACT: A Cheat Sheet 

HELPFUL HINTS

· The application is available online October 1 this year. In most cases, students will need parents’ most recent federal tax documents (and the student’s if they filed taxes).  The class of 2017 will need 2015 tax info.  
If parents do not file taxes, they should still report their earnings.  
· SUPER IMPORTANT!  Make sure you are on the correct website…https://dream.csac.ca.gov. Beware of copycat websites that will charge a fee…Remember the Dream Act Application is FREE. 

· Make sure you are completing the correct application – class of 2017 should complete the 2017-2018 application. (Note: The application will be live on October 1 and the deadline is March 2). Apply Early.
· NO FSA ID--Parents can sign the application electronically with a PIN which they will create at the end of the application.  Students will NOT need a PIN, you will be issued a ‘Dream ID’…write it down.   To retrieve forgotten PIN parents can go into the area for the parent to sign the application and click “Sign Student Application” then select “Retrieve Forgotten PIN.” 
· Use NEXT and PREVIOUS buttons.  DON’T use back or forward arrows or it will log you out and you’ll lose data.

· Make sure when you are answering questions you NOTE WHAT SECTION YOU ARE IN! Student information or parent information: Don’t accidentally confuse parent information with student information.
· If parents are undocumented, enter 000-00-0000 for social security number.  If your parent has an ITIN (Tax ID, starts with a 9), they should enter that.  
· Make sure to enter ‘0’ for financial information if applicable.  DON’T LEAVE BLANKS.
FAQs

· State Student ID number (SSI): This number is located on your transcript (bottom left corner).  Have your transcript with you when you complete the Dream Act Application—it will make it easier for CSAC to match your information for Cal Grants. 
· Selective Service:  All male students (18-25) MUST be registered—if not NO AID.  It is a federal requirement and a requirement to receive a Cal Grant award.  If you have not registered, just check ‘yes, register me’ on the Dream Act Application.  Note: Selective Service does NOT share any student or parent information with any other government agency, ever. 
· High School Diploma: You should indicate you have received a diploma if you expect to receive one by the end of this school year. 
· Household size:  Household size and exemptions are not necessarily the same.  Exemptions are counting PREVIOUS year and household size refers to current year (as of the time you complete the application).  Household size counts anyone living in the household who receives more than 50% of their support from a dependent student’s parents. 
· Parents’ Financial Information:  Only include information from parent, stepparent, or adoptive parents.  DO NOT INCLUDE information from legal guardians, grandparents, siblings, aunts or uncles. If parents are divorced include income from parent (and stepparent) you live with the majority of the time or who provides the majority of financial support. If student does not live with parents, they may be considered independent and may not need parent information. Follow instructions in the application if this is the case. 
· College Codes:  Limited to 10, list schools you are most interested in attending.  If you want info to go to more than 10 schools, then you must first submit your Dream Act application with your first 10 college choices, then wait until the application is processed (about a week), then you can go to https://dream.csac.ca.gov, log in using your Dream ID, and click ‘make corrections.’  You will have to delete some colleges in order to add new colleges.  Remember that if you make any other changes to your application (like if you update your tax info), then the corrected info will only be sent to the schools listed.  
COMMON ERRORS: 

· NAME DOES NOT MATCH SCHOOL RECORDS EXACTLY (OR DACA CARD).   If name has a suffix, such as Jr. or III, include a space between your last name and the suffix.  If your name is too long to fit in all the spaces, just enter as much as you can fit. 
· PUT SAME AMOUNT FOR AGI (Adjusted Gross Income) AND INCOME TAX.  AGI and Income Tax are not the same thing!  

· The AGI is on 1st page of your tax document:

              

 IRS Form 1040 – Use Line: 37 

 


 IRS Form 1040A – Use Line: 21

 IRS Form 1040EZ – Use Line: 4

· The Income Tax is on the 2nd page of your tax document (yes, it can sometimes be ‘0’):     

IRS Form 1040 – Use Line: 56 

IRS Form 1040A – Use Line: 37 

 IRS Form 1040EZ – Use Line: 10 

· FORGOT TO SIGN AND SUBMIT DREAM ACT APPLICATION. Remember, at the end of the application, your parent must sign with a PIN and click ‘submit’… you will see a confirmation page pop up—then you know it’s submitted successfully. 
FOR HELP…

STUDENTS:  

CSAC PHONE NUMBER:     1-888-224-7268 PRESS OPTION 2
COUNSELORS CALL THE SCHOOL SUPPORT LINE
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